THE MESSENGER
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By John Etterlee

After returning home from a combat mission in Afghanistan, US Army Special
Forces sniper Rob Walker is in a race for time to rescue his kidnapped sister from
the clutches of a Mexican drug cartel.
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Rob Walker has served in countless operations in
combat zones across the globe.
Now, his mission is personal.
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Excerpt
Weeks before it happened, before she vanished from the New York City streets, Rob was
thousands of miles away, fighting a war on foreign soil. He’d had little time to think about home,
or anything else. Responsibility to his country and team took precedence over anything else, at
least for the time being.
A chilly wind blew steadily through the Korangal Valley, also called the Valley of Death by
American troops during the longest and most drawn-out war in the nation’s history. It had
become one of the most dangerous places in the world, marked by intense clashes between the
US-led coalition and the Taliban. With its different tribes and no apparent laws other than those
observed by a council of elders, the valley had been cause for hostility between the locals and the
US military for years.
But that was in the past. Special Forces no longer needed tribal approval to operate there.
ISIL, or the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, set up shop within the surrounding mountains.
It wasn’t a matter of winning over hearts and minds. This time, the mission was straightforward:
seek and destroy.
Beneath the gray, hazy sky, high grass and branches fluttered in the breeze beneath snowcapped mountains. Sergeant First Class Rob Walker, thirty-three, and his spotter, Staff Sergeant
Kyle Branch, thirty, both with the 5th Special Forces Group, lay prone on that jagged
mountainside, hundreds of meters from a suspected Islamic State stronghold.
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